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marked contrast to the hot things usually served in
winter, and strawberries with or in cream, pink-and-
white cakes and pink-and-white bonbons are in
keeping with the spring weather outside, or with the
spring weather which ought to be outside, if the
merry month of May lives up to the reputation
which the poets have given her.

For an indoor entertainment a sweet-pea party is
suggested. (See page 152) but if there is a spacious
lawn or a wooded grove anywhere near there must
be a Maypole dance.

For this, a pole about ten feet high, six inches
thick, firmly set, and tapering is erected. Rainbow-
colored streamers of ribbon or cambric are fastened
securely about a foot from the top and the fastening
concealed by a wreath of leaves and flowers. There
should be merry tunes for the dance and if each tiny
dancer has bells strapped to hisor her ankles the effect |
will be much prettier. When the children have |
grown tired of skipping around it is time to plait the
streamers. This 1s done by letting half the dancers |
take ribbons in their right hands, the other half in |
their left while they face each other in couples. When
the music begins (preferably a familiar tune to which
they can sing as they dance) each child steps past |
the one facing him, passing under the ribbon which
he holds and allowing the next child to pass under
his ribbon and so on until the streamers begin to
grow so short as to interfere with their steps. Then
the order is reversed and the ribbons unwound.
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